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Mission, Values, X Goals o

Mission
AWARE, Inc. strives to eliminate domestic and sexual violence while promoting social change and
empowering survivors by offering shelter and services.

Goals

o Provide quality housing and services.

o Empower survivors to achieve their goals.

e Secure resources to carry out our mission.

o Educate the community and promote social change.

Values

AWARE, Inc.’s core values were developed through a consultative process involving the organization’s
Board of Directors and staff at all levels. The principles reflected in this document constitute a value
compass for board, staff, volunteers and other individuals working on behalf of the organization.

Collaboration Impact

We recognize that our mission requires working We are committed to making a difference and
successfully with clients, funding units, donors, affecting change in our community. We will do
the community, the court system, and other non- this by supporting and empowering survivors,

taff initiative, and being leaders in the movement to eliminate
domestic and sexual violence. We take
advantage of as many opportunities as possible
to educate residents of all ages in Jackson

profit agencies. We enc

County about our mission, services, and

nd passionate about our



Letter from

02
the_ Director

Christi
O'Nell

Executive Director

A Letter from the Executive Director

In 2024, | embarked on my journey with AWARE, Inc., an organization dedicated to

supporting survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. The staff at AWARE is deeply
committed to our mission of empowering survivors and

ﬁossionc’re about ending domestic
and sexual violence. Our work ensures that survivors

ave access to safe emergency
shelter, free counseling services, child advocacy programs, sexual assault response team

services, flexible funding assistance for essential needs, and legal advocacy.

Additionally, AWARE, Inc. operates a 24-hour crisis line to assist survivors with helpful
resources and services. These services are critical to our community as they save lives and
help families rebuild following domestic and/or sexual violence. Our dedicated staff at
AWARE, Inc. work tirelessly to address the holistic needs of survivors, focusing on their
immediate emotional and safety needs, as well as the comprehensive support necessary
for them to succeed in managing their lives.

In 2024, we provided crucial support to 118 adults and 65 children through our emergency
shelter services. We responded to 994 crisis calls, offered counseling to 71 survivors, and
Frovided immediate assistance to 21 sexual assault survivors. Additionally, we offered
egal advocacy to more than 179 survivors, helping them secure protection orders and

accompanying them to court.

As the sole organization in the Jackson community dedicated to these essential services,
we are committed to supporting survivors of domestic and sexual violence. Thank you to

all of our community partners for supporting our vital mission and being a part of healing
and hope for survivors. We look forward to being a foundation of safety and healing for
survivors as we step into 2025.

Sincerely,

Christi O'Neil, Executive Director

EMPOWERING SURVIVORS



A Letter from the Board President

" Inank you for your continued support of AWARE, Inc. during the past year.

We continued to see a rise in the number of women and families torn apart by the issue of domestic
and sexual assault. As you have seen in the headlines regarding various national music moguls, the
issue of domestic ondysexuol violence continues to play out in our daily lives. Our staff are all too
aware of the consequences that these issues have for the many families and victims we serve.

Thank you to our various partners who continue to shoulder this work with us including law enforcement,
Henry Ford Health - Jackson, Lifeways, Family Service and Children’s Aid, Center for Family Health,
Council for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, Catholic Charities of Jackson, Lenawee and
Hillsdale Counties, and A Healing Place. Our local and state government partners have provided a
myriad of support including funding, outreach services, and ofdi’rionol resources to our clients. Thank
you goes out to our local DHHS oftice, Adult Protective Services, Central Michigan 211, Friend of the
Court, Legal Services of Southcentral Michigan, and Victim Rights Unit. Each of you play a critical role
in oiging victims in their recovery, and we thank you for your continued partnership and work!

To our donors, thank you for providing the funding and support for us to continue our work. While it is
true that we rely on grant fundin %rom the feferal government and the State of Michigan, your
donations are truly a blessing. Your ?unding extends this work and provides flexible financial support to
help victims get back on their feet. Without your supkporf and partnership, we simply could not do this
work.

| would be remiss if | didn’t thank our staff. Our staff provides commitment, persistence, and the know
how to work with all who come through our doors. We appreciate their commitment to AWARE's
mission especially in the face of hearing so many traumatic stories.

Financially, AWARE, Inc. is challenged like so many of our nonprofits in the community. We completed

our annual audit and have continued to grow our endowments. Yet we continue to look for ways to
grow our services and to adapt to the changes in our environment. As we look to 2025, we hope for
your continued support as it will be needed to meet the many challenging needs in our community.

Lastly, thank you to our board for their dedication, commitment and passion for this work. We have
several board members who have been touched personally by domestic and sexual violence and have
bravely shared their stories. Many of our board members know of someone who has been touched by
this issue. This is why we serve. We believe in this work, and ultimately the need to eradicate this issue
from our families and our communities.

Thank rou for all that you do. Our mission of eliminating domestic and sexual violence while promoting
social change and empowering survivors by offering shelter and services is only realized through our
continued partnership with the community. You are vital to our mission!

Yours in Service,

Terry Langston, Board President
AWARE, Inc.

EMPOWERING SURVIVORS



Program
SCIVICeS
Residential Services

In 2024, 118 adults and 65 children sought
emergency shelter 5493 nights of shelter were
provided, an average of 30 nights per family.
994 crisis calls were received by our advocacy
team.

Nonresidential Services

Nonresidential services include counseling, legal
advocacy, and sexual assault crisis response. In
2024, 71 survivors received counseling services.
Another 179 adults seeking remedies through
the courts received assistance with filing
Personal Protection Orders, court
accompaniment, victim notification, safety
planning, and referrals. Our Sexual Assault
Response Team provided support to 21
SUrvivors.

Outreach and Collaboration

Our success as an agency depends on
collaborating with our community partners
locally, regionally, and statewide. In 2024,
AWARE participated in committees,
workgroups, and initiatives Continuum of Care,
Community Action Agency, Jackson Interfaith
Shelter, Human Service Coordinating Alliance of
Jackson, 4th Circuit and 12th District Court of
Jackson, and many more. 179 individuals
received information and training on domestic
and sexual violence.

Flexible Funding Assistance

Flexible funding is a low barrier financial
assistance for expenses that further survivor
self-determination or impede access to safety.
In 2024, 67 requests were granted for utility
costs, rent, transportation costs, household
items, clothing, food, and the cost of process
service of civil protection orders

Volunteerism

In 2024, 32 volunteers donated over 550 hours
of service by supporting crisis services,
participating in events, providing meals or
healthcare services to families in shelter, or as
active members to the agency board and
committees.



Thank you, Community
Partners!

Our success as an agency depends on collaborating with

community partners, locally, regionally, and statewide. In
2024, AWARE participated in the following committees,

workgroups, and initiatives:

Jackson County Continuum of Care

Community Action Agency

United Way of Jackson

Jackson County Sexual Assault Response Team
Michigan Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual
Violence

Jackson College and Career Access Center

Dr. Palmer Chiropractic

Jasmine Ragland, Mobile Dentistry

St. Vincent DePaul

Department of Health and Human Services
Michigan Department of Corrections Community
Liaison

4th Circuit and 12th District Court of Jackson County
Member of the Jackson Collaborative Network
Jackson Business Professionals Women
Jackson Community Foundation

Richard Ratts, Edward Jones

Walton Insurance Agency

Jackson Interfaith Homeless Shelter

Human Service Coordinating Alliance

Jackson County ISD

JTV

K105.3



Fundraising Events -

Kentucky Derby Party

Event attendees indulged in southern fare,
cheered with mint juleps, tried their luck with
wagering games, and witnessed the thrill of the
Kentucky Derby from Jackson. They dressed
to impress to win big in our ‘best hat’ and ‘best
tie’ showdown. Tickets included entry to the
event, southern style heavy hors d’oeuvres, a
drink ticket to be used on a mint julep, beer, or
wing, ability to play games and enter raffles,
access to the photo booth, live entertainment
by Rude Boy Music, and a live stream of the
150th run for the roses.

Men Who Cook

This year’s Men Who Cook took place October
24th at 6:30 pm, at the Commonwealth
Commerce Center. Nine local chefs competed
against each other for best tasting dish and
most donations collected. Congratulations to
best tasting dish winner, Ralph Smith Jr. and to
Noah Nagy and Scott Dixon for collecting the
most donations.

Attendees sampled the dishes provided by the
chefs, used a drink ticket for local beer and
wine or a soda, participated in the silent
auction and raffles, and enjoyed local live
entertainment by the Valescos and DJ Mike

Holiday.



Financial Highlights
Government Grants

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Division of
Victim Services

VOCA-Domestic Violence Victim Services - $343,824

VOCA-Sexual Assault Victim Services - $56,911

Domestic Violence Family - FVPSA - $25,089

Domestic Violence APRA Act - $14,513

Domestic Violence Emergency Shelter -TANF-MSHDA - $31,983
TANF/GF - $65,993

Domestic Violence Supplemental FVPSA Mitigation - SFMI - $33,889
CVSF-DV - $57,296

CVSF-SA - $30,987

United Way of South Central Michigan

FEMA - $5,000

Private Grants & Foundations

United Way of South Central Michigan - $23,69
Jackson Community Foundation - $15,000

The Speckhard Knight Foundation - $15,000
DTE Energy Foundation - $10,250

Bill & Vi Sigmund Foundation - $10,000

Hurst Foundation - $10,000

The Natalie Field Foundation - $10,000
EveryTown - $10,000

Willis Foundation - $10,000

Schwab, Hoekman & Bauer Charitable Trust - $6,000
Maccia Family Foundation - $5,000

CAMPS foundation - $5,00

Cowan Trust - $4,000

Copley Trust - $3,000

Mable Harris Trust - $2,500

Walmart - $1,000

Total Revenue - $920,092 Expenses - $1,151,294



Client Success Stories

: AWARE Survivor Sto
AWARE Survivor Story Y
To Staff,
“| was told | am strong because of what| ~ * Youmean so much to more than| have shown. |

went through. | will lean on AWARE now.  appreciate your whole crew from the bottom of
Above all, |know it’s going to be OK and if | my heart. | did not know you and you did not

amnot, it's OK notto be OK for abit. Iwill ~ know me, butl appreciate every time | wake up
forever be grateful"@® someone asks me how | am doing. | never got

that as a child. | really appreciate everything you
do for me and others. You guys have a big
heart!”®

"You guys helped me when no one else would. | am very thankful for all of the help."
"You helped me find others so | could get to where | need to be. Thank you."
"The staff have been very understanding of my trauma and kind. | am thankful."&




2024 Board of Directors

Terry Langston - President and Treasurer- “Serving with AWARE lets me make a meaningful, immediate impact.”

Angela NaDell - Vice-President - “AWARE is not just a safe haven - it helps survivors heal and become confident
and independent again”

Traci Spring - Secretary

Kristin Maxson - Member-at-large - “Even small actions can make a big difference in the lives of others.”
Susie West - Member-at-large - “Supporting survivors in rebuilding their lives fuels my passion for service!”
Lindsey Erb - Member-at-large - “I'm proud to play a role in fulfilling the mission.”

Dr. Shannon Lowder - Member-at-large - “For a community to be whole and healthy, it must be based on people’s
love and concern for each other.” Millard Fuller

Ryan Felty - Member-at-large

Adam Soper - Member-at-large




2024 StalY

“The people who are crazy enough to think they can change the
world are the ones who do.”

— Rob Siltanen

Christi O'Neil - Executive Director

SeQuita Brown - Deputy Director

Nina Thomas - Clerk & Data Analyst

Katherine Wrozek - Children’s Services & Outreach Coordinator
Olivia Piepkow - Fund Development, Marketing, & Events Manager
Larry Daft - Maintenance Technician

Tammy Sanford - Finance Manager

Heather Hunter - Nonresidential Services Manager & SART Coordinator
TaRaya Austin - Sexual Assault Advocate

Catherine Williams - Sexual Assault Advocate

Demita Murphy - Legal Advocate

Kelly Barson - Legal Advocate

Candy Strouss - Counselor

Valerie Daft - Counselor

Elizabeth Alderson - Counselor

Joanne Marr - Shelter Manager

Lori Wheeler - Client Advocate

Kennedy Sours - Client Advocate

Alma Morgan - Client Advocate

Nicole Pugh - Client Advocate

Kaylee Davis - Client Advocate

Gabrielle Hurley - Client Advocate



Thank you to our Donors
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Matthew Keene
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Terry & Sandra Langston
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Teresa Weaver
Sarah Weber
Yvonne Weidner
Amanda Wells
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Adam Williams
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Target Corp.-Cybergrants
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The Hurst Foundation
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The Natalie Field Foundation
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(517) 783-1638
Office Phone

info@awareshelter.org
Email

| www.awareshelter.org
Website

706 W. Michigan Avenue
Jackson, Ml 49201

Address



